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Long ago two bald eagles lived with their two
babies in a nest of sticks and branches on the
top of a tall tree.

“I'm going fishing,” said Papa Eagle. “I want
the babies to get big and strong.”

Soon Papa came back with a big fish.



“The babies are getting so big,” said Mama.
“Soon they will be able to fly.”

But that night a big windstorm knocked
the eagle’s nest from the tree. Papa and Mama
quickly flew away. Then Papa said, “Let’s go back
and search for the babies.”

“Let’s go,” said Mama.

But the weather was so stormy that they
could not find them. “We’ll search again when
it’'s daylight,” said Mama.

The young eagles had tumbled to the ground
and were unhurt. As soon as it stopped raining,
one of the eagles said, “We’re not safe here. I'm
going into the woods to hide.”

“I'm hiding in the nest for now,” said the
other eagle.



When the young eagle went into the woods,
she saw two shadows running towards her.
“What’s that?” she exclaimed.

It was two raccoons! She tried to run away,
but the raccoons were much too fast. The
raccoons quickly jumped on her and ate her.

As soon as the sun rose that morning, Papa
and Mama flew to where the nest was. Suddenly,

Papa yelled, “Oh, nooooo! I see two raccoons and
lots of feathers.”

“Ohhhhh!” cried Mama. “The raccoons ate
our babies.”

Quickly, Papa and Mama flew down to attack
the raccoons. But as soon as the raccoons saw
the eagles, they dashed into the hollow of a tree.
Sadly, Papa and Mama flew away.



When it was noon, the young eagle hiding in
the nest began looking for his sister. When he
saw eagle feathers on the ground, he groaned,
“Oh, nooooo! Some animal ate my sister. I've got
to get out of here!”

The eagle walked and walked. “I'm getting
tired and hungry,” he said.

Suddenly, he heard a slight noise. “What’s
that?” he asked. “It sounds like many birds. If
there are birds, there must be food.”

When the eagle got close to the sound, he saw
the birds. “Wow!” he exclaimed. “Look at all the
food they have to eat.”

Upon seeing the rooster, he asked, “Do you
mind if I join you? A big windstorm knocked my
nest from the tree.”

“Sure,” said the rooster. “Eat all the food you
want.”

“Thank you so much,” the eagle said.
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While the eagle was eating, a chicken began
to laugh at him. “You sure have a funny-looking
mouth,” she said. “It’s bent.”

Then all the other chickens began laughing.
The eagle covered his beak with his wings and
said, “I can’t help the way I look. Maybe when I
grow up, my mouth will look like yours.” Then
he slowly walked away.
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The next day the eagle was so happy thinking
about all the food he could eat that he flapped
his big wings. “Stop that flapping!” demanded
the angry rooster. “You're making a big mess.
Look at us when we flap our wings. You don’t
see us chickens making a big mess.”

“I can’t help making a mess with my wings,”
whispered the eagle. As he walked away, he
groaned, “I guess it's best for me not to flap my
wings again.”
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One day a chicken noticed that some of the
feathers on the eagle’s head were turning white.
“You’re so young,” the chicken said laughing.

“Why is your head turning white? You look so
old.”

All the chickens began laughing at the eagle.
“I can’t help the way I look,” whispered the eagle.
He walked into the chicken coop and groaned
over and over again, “Ohhhhh! How I wish I
looked like the chickens.”

But in spite of his wishing, his head became
whiter and whiter and his feathers darker and
darker.

1515



16

One day a hungry fox came into the pen to
get a chicken. When the rooster saw him, he
shouted, “Fox!”

The rooster and all the chickens dashed into
the chicken coop, but the eagle was not afraid.
He ran to attack the fox. When the fox saw the
eagle and his big claws and beak, he ran away
as fast as he could.

When the rooster saw that the fox was gone,
he ran out of the chicken coop and yelled at the
eagle. “How can you be so foolish? Don’t you
know that fox can kill you?”

“I didn’t know that,” said the eagle, shaking
all over. “Next time I'll run into the chicken coop
just like you.”
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One day while looking up in the sky, the eagle
saw a flock of seagulls. “Ohhhhh!” he exclaimed
to those around him. “How I wish I could fly.”

“Forget it,” said the rooster. “You weren’t
born to fly. You were born to live on the ground,
just like the rest of us.”

The eagle hung his head and groaned, “I guess
you're right. Just like you I dig in the ground,

and eat bugs, grubs, and worms. I guess I'm no
different.”
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Still, every night the eagle thought about

flying. Often he would spread his wings and
groan, “Ohhhhh! How I wish I could {ly.”
But then he would say, “I know it’s hopeless.”

One day a mighty wind storm ripped across
the barnyard. “Run inside!” shouted the rooster.

All the chickens dashed into the chicken
coop, except the eagle. He loved the wind.
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When the rooster ran into the chicken coop,
he turned around and saw the eagle spreading
out his wings. He was furious.

However, as the strong wind flowed through
the eagle’s wings, he exclaimed, “This is fun!”

Suddenly, the eagle became frightened. “Oh,
no!” he yelled. “I can’t let myself fly.”

He quickly pulled in his wings and dug his
claws hard into the earth. “I must listen to the
rooster and stay on the ground.”
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After the storm, the rooster raced out of the
chicken coop and yelled, “Why are you so foolish
again? Don’t you know the wind could pick you
up and slam you into that fence?”

The eagle bowed his head and said, “I'm sorry.
Next time when a storm comes, I'll run into the
chicken coop just like you.”

One day the eagle looked up and saw two birds
that looked just like his dad and mom gliding in
the sky. “What’s that I see?” he exclaimed. “Those
birds look just like me. If they can fly, so can I!”
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The eagle ran back to his friends and
exclaimed, “I just saw two birds that look just
like me flying high in the sky! If they can fly,
so can I!”

All the chickens laughed at the eagle. The
rooster grabbed the eagle’s wing and said, “Just
because you can flap your wings, doesn’t mean
you can fily. We chickens have wings, but you
never see us flying. It’s impossible for you to {ly!
Trust me. You were born to live on the ground,
just like the rest of us.”
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“I guess I'll never fly,” groaned the eagle as
he slowly walked away.

That night he wept over and over again,
“Ohhhhh! How I wish I could {fly!”

After crying for a long time, suddenly he lifted
up his head and exclaimed, “The least I can do
is try! Everyone says I can’t fly. But no one can
stop me from trying.”
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From then on, every day when the chickens
were busy eating, the eagle went behind the
chicken coop and flapped his wings. “I need to
keep flapping my wings so they become strong.

I've made up my mind, when my wings are
strong, I'm going to try my best to fly!”

Then he said, “How foolish I was to listen to
those voices trying to keep me down.”

31
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Then when his wings were strong, he saw an
eagle flying. “Here I go!” he exclaimed. “I'm going
to try my best to fly.”

He flapped his wings with all his might.
Suddenly, his feet left the ground. As he went
higher and higher, he let out a mighty cry,
“Hoorayyyyy! Now I am free to fly and to become
what I was born to be!”
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